was devoted to 'Some uncultivated optical fields', and in this he drew attention to the potential power in optical instrument design of the use of the Characteristic Function and of the Eikonal, and in much of his subsequent work Smith developed characteristic function theory. For this he earned a well-deserved international reputation, and also for the development of several theorems of great power and generality, such as the 'optical cosine theorem' which includes a number of other better-known but less general forms. His contributions to the theory of colour measurement are perhaps less well known. In 1931 he was associated with J. Guild in proposals made to the International Commission on Illumination for a 'System of colori metry', and these proposals formed the basis of the internationally accepted C.I.E. system. After retirement he maintained an interest in optics and published several more papers.
Smith was a kind man, in the true sense of the word, and is remembered by his colleagues with respect and affection. He is survived by his wife, two sons, three daughters and thirteen grandchildren. 
